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“Whether you like to ride, hike, or fish, 
this place has something special to give 
to each and every one of us.”
– Jeff Hunewill, Bridgeport Valley rancher



A Place of Peace and Healing
Letter from the Executive Director

Have there been times in your life that were full of turmoil and 
chaos – and then all of a sudden, the answers you had been 
searching for became very clear? I can recall moments like this 

in my own life, and each time it happened, I found my peace here in the 
Eastern Sierra.
I was slipping and sliding through frothy pumice on the Mono Craters when, for the 
first time in too many years, I felt truly free.

Later, I was knee-deep in the icy waters of Rush Creek the moment I came to terms with my cancer 
diagnosis. I bent down, splashed water on my face, and understood with clarity how I wanted to live my life in 
the years that I, fortunately, had left.

This land is special: there’s a kind of magic here, found nowhere else. Something happens each time you look 
out across vast pastures, framed by massive peaks, dusted with snow. When you hear the kee-kee-kee of a 
red-tailed hawk far above.

Moments like these have the power to lift you up and help you find peace and clarity.

Today, in our age of smartphones, twitter feeds, and around-the-clock access to information, nature (including 
ranches and farms) is increasingly important for our health and well-being. Growing research is documenting 
what you probably already know: taking time to experience these wild places has both short and long-term 
health benefits – physically, mentally, and spiritually.

As John Muir wisely wrote, “Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in and pray in, where 
nature may heal and give strength to body and soul alike.” 

There’s magic out there for all of us.

By protecting these special places, you help people like me, our friends and neighbors, and those we may 
never know, find peace and a new take on life, every single day. Thank you for making it possible.

All my best,

Kay Ogden, Executive Director
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Before It's Gone Forever
Conserving our Rural Roots

The year was 1931 and the Great Depression was devastating the American West. 
Families were packing up and leaving the ranches and farms where past generations 
had built their dreams. The landscape and community would never be the same.

Stanley and LeNore Hunewill 
owned a 4500-acre ranch during 
this time in Bridgeport Valley. To 
save their family’s generations-old 
ranch, they decided to pursue what 
was, at the time, a new idea.

LeNore was certain that people 
would relish the chance to travel 
there to ride, fish, and try their 
hand at working cattle in one of 
the most beautiful places in the 
American West.

And she was right.

With hard work and a 
commitment to true western 
hospitality, LeNore and Stanley’s 
Guest Ranch brought new life to 
Bridgeport Valley. LeNore's dream 
grew from a few guests every 
summer to over 50 each week, 
many of whom would come back 
again, year after year.

Long after LeNore and Stanley 
passed away, their dream is still 

going strong. The Hunewill Guest 
Ranch is now the oldest working 
guest ranch in California, and one 
of the oldest continuously owned 
family cattle ranches in the West.

A GROWING THREAT
But today, there's a new challenge 
in the air.

With drought and extreme 
weather becoming more frequent, 
Bridgeport Valley now faces 
economic instability again. 
But unlike during the Great 
Depression, this time realtors are 
calling, interested in subdivisions 
that could slice apart the ranching 
fabric of the Valley.

“Sometimes we are lulled into a false 
sense of security that these ranches – 
along with all their beauty, history, 
and wildlife – will be here in the 
future,” reflected Jeff Hunewill, 
grandson of Stanley and LeNore. 
“But that’s not the case. Only with 

the support of our community can we 
make that a reality.” 

FINDING SOLUTIONS IN CONSERVATION
Jeff and his family have decided 
to make sure that their ranch will 
stay intact for many years to come. 
Their family knows what it’s like 
to love a place and the community 
that calls it home.

“We want to honor my parents and 
grandparents and conserve this ranch. 
It has been in our family for five 
generations – going on six now. This 
place is extraordinary, and once it’s 
gone, it won’t come back.” 

Thanks to community support, we 
are able to assist the Hunewills 
and other ranching families in 
Bridgeport Valley by working 
together to help conserve their 
land. It’s protecting a way of 
life and a place so many people 
treasure, and can continue to enjoy 
for generations to come.
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A Difference You Can Feel
Giving back with both hands

Do you want to join a group of passionate people and help enhance wildlife habitat 
here in the Eastern Sierra? 
There are many ways to make a difference, and one of these is by rolling up your sleeves, grabbing 

your gloves, and going to work to restore the lands you love.
The Sierra Stewards are community members like you who want to feel firsthand the impact they are making 
on the future of the wild lands around us. With shovels and rakes – and sometimes nothing but their two 
hands – these folks have been hard at work all summer long. What a difference they have made!

Pulling bulrush at the Benton Ponds to 
create habitat for a rare desert fish, the 
Owens Speckled Dace.

Working together to plant and protect 
bitterbrush seedlings in the aftermath of 

the Round Fire.
Everyone can help, and all ages 
are welcome: these kids helped 
flag barbed wire fences at the 

Black Lake Preserve.

Become a Sierra Steward
If you have a couple of hours, an 
afternoon, or several days, there's a place 
for you on our Sierra Steward team. You 
don't need special talents or training: we 
will coach you on habitat restoration. 
All ages are welcome; it's a great way to 
spend time with family and friends.
Please contact Sara Kokkelenberg at
sara@eslt.org or (760) 873-4554 to 
find out about upcoming volunteer 
days on the land, and sign up for our 
e-newsletter at www.eslt.org.
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It May Seem Small to You…
But to our wild friends, every step towards conservation is a big deal

The landscape is vast. So much so that sometimes it can seem like protecting a single 
ranch or conserving a small area of habitat here and there won’t make a real impact. 
But it will.

That’s because, with each acre you help protect, you’re knitting 
together a tapestry of wild and agricultural lands, both public and 
privately owned, that provide a place where both humans and 
wildlife can thrive.
And although public lands are plentiful in our region, it is often the 
private parcels that contain water sources, lush meadows, and other 
critical features that wildlife depend on for survival – particularly in 
an arid, desert climate like ours.
Ranching is often a welcome and critical partner in wildlife 
conservation. Species like pronghorn and sage-grouse have 
coexisted with well-managed grazing operations in our area since it 
first became an important agricultural resource well over a century ago.

In addition, many lakes and reservoirs that are used for agricultural irrigation also provide critical 
water sources for wildlife. For example, a pair of sandhill cranes has been seen nesting at the 

Bridgeport Reservoir nearly every year since 2008.
Bobcats are another example. Though seldom 
seen, they can occasionally be spotted on working 

ranchlands where they hunt for rodents and other small prey. 
The one pictured above even posed for the wildlife camera we 

stationed at one of our conservation projects not long ago!
In the coming year, a number of local families have asked 

us to help conserve their lands before they are lost to 
development. And it's supporters like you who make that 
possible. You’re not only strengthening our agricultural 

economy and preserving scenic views: you’re also making sure 
that our wild friends will always have a place to roam.
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Conservation You Make Possible

This summer’s Lands & Legacy Celebration was 
simply magical: filled with wonderful friends, 
endless inspiration, and dreams of the lands that we 

can conserve together.
Dreams that are already becoming realities thanks to the generosity of 
supporters like you.
Bringing together members and partners from across the state and 
beyond, our 8th annual “Party of the Year” was fantastic fun. And it 
was much more: it was a community coming together from all walks 
of life to stand side-by-side in support of local conservation.
Our sincere thanks goes to all of you who joined us, and to all others 
who couldn’t be there, but who share our passion for conserving these 
lands we all love. Thank you for dreaming up a vision of an Eastern 
Sierra landscape that we want to pass on to our grandchildren.

Member Milestones
A gift of conservation in 
memory or honor of someone 
special is a wonderful way to 
express your appreciation for 
those you care about.
We are honored to remember 
the following amazing people:
• Past ESLT Board Member 

Sid Tyler was remembered 
with gifts made in his 
memory by Stacy Corless, 
Marci & Chuck Satterfield, 
and Rebecca & Brian French.

• Betty Travis gave in memory 
of her son, David.

• Dr. Henry (Hank) Stoutz, 
who recently passed away, 
was remembered with gifts by 
Raymond Faulstich, D.M.D. 
and an anonymous donor.

• Alison Whalen made a gift 
in tribute to Herb Benham, 
another past Board Member 
to whom we bid farewell just 
a few months ago.

Tributes aren’t exclusively for 
recognizing those we have lost:
• Marian Cropp sent a gift in 

honor of Tony Taylor, Board 
Member Emeritus.

• Nora Massieon became a new 
member on behalf of Charlie 
Massieon.

• Christine Aralia also joined 
us as a new member with a 
dedication to the, “coyotes, 
deer, badgers, bighorn sheep, 
snakes, rabbits…” and all the 
other wild creatures that call 
the Eastern Sierra home.

Thank you all – your gifts will 
live on for generations.

Thank You to Our Sponsors!
These sponsors make our Lands & Legacy celebration possible, 
and they’re having a major impact on local conservation.

TABLE HOSTS:
Tim Bartley
Bob & Karen Gardner
Ruth & Roger MacFarlane
Mammoth Lakes Rotary Club
Marie Patrick & Michael 
Lofthus
Brynn Pewtherer, Tony & 
Sherryl Taylor

Mammoth Mountain Ski Area,
Dinner Host
Betsey Tyler, Guardian Sponsor 
Independent Project Press,
Patron Sponsor
Rick Kattelmann, Patron Sponsor
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When you help Eastern Sierra 
Land Trust conserve a property, 
you place your trust in us.
You trust that we’ll always be 
around to look after the land, and 
that we’ll do everything within our 
power to uphold the conservation 
values we’ve agreed to protect.

Your trust means a lot – in fact, it’s 
everything. It’s even in our name.

Because of your trust, we feel 

strongly that it is our duty to hold 
ourselves to the highest standards 
of excellence. So we’re proud to 
share the news that, this past 
August, we successfully achieved 
national renewed accreditation.

This recognition is a mark of 
great distinction among land 
trusts nationwide. Awarded by a 
rigorous governing commission, 
accreditation signifies that 
our conservation efforts are 

permanent. That we are ethical, 
fiscally-accountable leaders in our 
conservation community. That 
when we protect a property forever, 
we will do it fairly and effectively.
Thank you for your trust, and for 
believing in our work together. We 
couldn’t do it without you.

Earning Your Trust

Stand the Test of Time

Have you visited the ancient Bristlecone 
pine groves?
Found far up in the White Mountains 

overlooking the Owens Valley, they’re a breathtaking sight. 
As some of the oldest living life forms in the world (one has 
been dated at over 5,000 years), these trees have endured 
countless blizzards and droughts over the centuries.
Bristlecone pines stand the test of time.
And Bristlecone donors are people like you who care deeply – they 
want our conservation efforts to stand the test of time, too.
As a monthly donor, you'll magnify your impact on the 
future of our wild and working lands. And you’ll join with 
others like you as a member of our Bristlecone Grove.
Signing up is simple and secure. You can do so online at 
eslt.org, or fill out the box in the enclosed envelope. We’ll 
provide you with updates on how your gift is putting 
conservation in action, and you’ll have the satisfaction of 
knowing that you are helping to lead the way. 

©
 S

ha
un

 H
un

te
r

7



NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 6

BISHOP, CA

board of directors
Bob Gardner, President

Marie Patrick, Vice President
Randy Keller, Secretary
Byng Hunt, Treasurer

Tim Bartley
Bill Dunlap

Jan Hunewill
Joanne Parsons

Brynn Pewtherer
Will Richmond

Tony Taylor, Board Member Emeritus

staff
Kay Ogden

Executive Director
Susanna Danner

Land Conservation Program Director
Marguerite Merritt

Communications Director
Heather Freeman

Philanthropy Manager
Beth Caddell

Administrative Assistant
Sara Kokkelenberg

Stewardship Coordinator
Indigo Johnson

Education Coordinator
& AmeriCorps Member

WWW.ESLT.ORG
(760) 873-4554

P.O. Box 755 
Bishop, California 93515
(760) 873-4554

Return Service Requested

Spotted on the Eastside
Have you seen any monarchs in the Eastern Sierra lately?
This is the best time of year to spot these rare and beautiful 
butterflies – so keep your eyes peeled!
Research shows that monarch populations have declined by 90% in the 
past 20 years, and they are now at significant risk of extinction.
You can help bring monarchs back by planting a pollinator garden, 
blooming with native plants like milkweed – which monarchs need to 
survive.
Also, consider joining the local citizen science effort, the Great Basin 
Monarch and Milkweed Project. It’s easy to do, and it will help 
researchers who study monarchs in our area. Learn more at eslt.org!

KEEP IN TOUCH!

Want to find out about new 
projects, local conservation 
updates, family-friendly events, 
and ways to get involved?

Sign up for our monthly 
e-newsletter and "like" us 
on Facebook – you won't 
miss a beat.

Cover Photo © M. Haberstock / Adobe Stock
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