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I Still Hear His Voice
Letter from the Executive Director

Do you recall the moment when you discovered the wonders of the wild? A time when 
nature – from its towering peaks to its rolling ranchlands – became a part of you, and 
not something separate?

I can remember one such experience with my Dad, many years ago, that 
shaped who I am and the path I would follow.

My Dad was a wise and thoughtful man. When we moved from the snowy 
mountains of Utah to the sun-drenched land of southern California, he 
became captivated by the desert. As young girls, my sister and I spent every 
possible weekend with him, exploring this new and wondrous playground.

One day, while we were hiking, we found a rattlesnake soaking up the sun 
on our path. I was afraid, and asked Dad if he would get rid of it.

He gently pulled me aside, quietly explaining, “Honey, if you were in danger 
I’d take care of it in a heartbeat. But look – he’s over there and we’re over here, 
and this is his home – we’re only the visitors. We need to respect his home.”

Something changed that afternoon. Dad’s respect for the land, and all the creatures living upon it, stirred 
something in me. And to this day, when I climb the mountains, sit by a stream, or watch calves frolicking in 
their pasture, I can still hear my Dad’s voice – just like it was yesterday, though it has been sixteen years since 
he passed. His lessons live on.

You, too, can give this gift. Whether you are a parent, grandparent, mentor, or friend, remember how powerful 
your time spent with younger folks in nature can be. You never know how far into the future your voice, 
wisdom, and compassion will be heard.

With thanks,

Kay Ogden, Executive Director
kay@eslt.org
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A STRONG PARTNERSHIP AND VISION

When Mono County teamed up with Caltrans 
and Eastern Sierra Land Trust to conserve Conway 
Ranch in 2014, the county retained ownership of 
the land. The goal was to protect wildlife habitat, 
water resources, and scenic views in a manner that 
respected the ranch’s heritage and unique qualities.

That’s a great vision – and one that is practical and 
obtainable.

Well-managed grazing is one way to ensure that 
Conway Ranch continues to provide a good home 
for wildlife, while also making sure that paying for 
habitat enhancements does not become a burden on 
local taxpayers.

That’s because sustainable grazing, when done in 
accordance with best management practices, can 
not only exist alongside wildlife habitat – it can also 
improve it.

Research shows that responsible cattle grazing goes 
hand-in-hand with helping the rare Bi-State Greater 
sage-grouse thrive. When managed well, cattle can 
improve the soil and keep vegetation from becoming 
overgrown. Cattle grazing can also create a mosaic of 
diverse insects and plant seedlings that sage-grouse 
chicks depend on for food.

CHOICES AHEAD: YOUR VOICE MATTERS
This spring and summer, county officials are discussing 
how to best manage Conway Ranch – and they 
will be asking for public input. As the county’s 
conservation partner and the organization responsible 
for ensuring the goals of the project are upheld, we 
look forward to this discussion with our community.

To learn more, sign up for our e-newsletter at eslt.org. 
We’ll provide regular updates to keep you informed 
about what options are on the table and how and 
when to share your views. You can play an important 
role in the future of this special place.

A Special Place We All Love
Decisions about how Conway Ranch will be managed are

on the table, and your voice can make the difference

Spectacular views. Seeping springs. Homes for iconic wildlife such as mule deer, bobcat, 
and sage-grouse. This is Conway Ranch – and thanks to you and community leadership, 
this special place was voluntarily conserved in 2014, providing a lasting connection to 

our region’s history and economic identity.
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You’re Taking Action for Ranches and Wildlife
Partnerships provide a major boost for local conservation

Mike Powell, a long-time rancher near Sweetwater Summit in western Nevada, knew 
that his land provided important habitat for wildlife. He saw signs of their comings 
and goings near the dozens of natural springs on the ranch.

But in time, these natural springs 
started to deteriorate – in part 
because of the cattle.“They were 
basically becoming mud holes, where 
once these beautiful springs used to 
flow,” he recalled.

“This isn’t healthy for the longevity of 
the spring – or for the wildlife that 
use it – and it wasn’t healthy for my 
cattle, either.”

TAKING ACTION BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE
Recognizing that time was 
running out for his springs, Mike 
applied to the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP). He was awarded 

funding by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) to 
protect the springs and provide 
an alternative water source to 
his cattle. This was partly done 
by fencing selective springs and 
providing underground runoff to 
a properly-draining trough away 
from the natural springs.

Ranchers in the Eastern Sierra 
are both businesspeople and land 
stewards, and they care deeply 
about their land. Partnerships like 
Mike’s with NRCS are helping 
ranchers sustain their operations in 
ways that are both financially viable 
and environmentally friendly.

“I recognized that there was value 
to me in protecting those areas. By 
doing so, we ensured that the cattle 
and wildlife would be able to access 
better, cleaner water, and maintained 
the long-term viability of the springs 
as well.” 

A SHOT IN THE ARM

Given how important local 
ranches are to our economy, rural 
heritage, and wildlife, Eastern 
Sierra Land Trust recently helped 
secure an $8 million funding 
source that will go directly to 
ranchers in our area. This new 
funding will help landowners 
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enhance habitat on their ranch.
This program is administered 
through the Regional 
Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP), overseen by 
NRCS, which assists willing 
producers who want to complete 
projects that address high-priority 
conservation concerns.

That’s great news for local 
ranching families – and for 
wildlife as well.

Species like the Bi-State Greater 
sage-grouse, pronghorn, and 
American badger can often be 

found living side-by-side with 
cattle on the range. And with this 
new funding, ranchers like Mike 
Powell will be able to take action 
to improve their land for both 
livestock and wildlife – protecting 
important water sources, replacing 
dangerous fencing with wildlife-
friendly options, and much more.

YOU MAKE IT POSSIBLE

Your support helps ensure that 
projects like these become a reality.

It’s a time-intensive process, 
working with local families and 
partners to ensure their economic 

goals are met while also improving 
important habitat. And the $8 
million in funding cannot be 
used to cover the assistance and 
technical skills that ESLT provides 
to make it happen.

Thanks to increasing support from 
people like you, we will be there to 
help them through the process.

Want to learn more about how 
you, a family member, or a friend 
might be able to take advantage 
of this opportunity? Contact 
Susanna Danner, ESLT Land 
Conservation Program Director, at 
susanna@eslt.org or (760) 873-4554.

“I recognized that there was value to me in protecting those areas. By doing so, we ensured 
that the cattle and wildlife would be able to access better, cleaner water, and maintained the 
long-term viability of the springs as well.” 

~Mike Powell, Rancher
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Local Kids Improve Wildlife Habitat

Emilee and Justin know that raising their three kids in this age of technology has its 
benefits – and also challenges. The tablets, phones, games, computers, and TV screens 
that surround kids everywhere they go can be addictive.

“I want to make sure that my kids are connected to this 
beautiful land they have the privilege to call home,” 
Emilee explained.

“And at the same time, gain an appreciation of the need to 
protect and preserve it for future generations.”

Their kids – Sydney, Tyler, and Ryan – are all under 
the age of 11, and are growing up in Bishop. Even 
in this rural town, many of their peers have few 
opportunities to explore and appreciate the wild lands 
right outside their back doors.

And research has documented that this can pose 
problems for development and social well-being.

LASTING IMPACTS FOR KIDS AND CONSERVATION
Some parents are taking action. For Emilee and 
Justin, that means teaming up with their kids to gain 
a deeper connection with the land and give back by 
helping out with habitat restoration projects.

Thanks to your support, we are able to organize 
community workdays to both enhance wildlife 
habitat and build lasting bonds with the land, each 
other, and our community.

Out at our Black Lake Preserve during a volunteer 
workday last summer, Sydney, Tyler, Ryan, and 
Emilee worked alongside other volunteers to ensure 

wildlife could avoid 
old barbed wire fences 
by flagging them with 
high-contrast markers.

“They enjoyed being a 
help marking the fences,” 
reflected Emilee, “it 
was a beautiful day, and 
we all had fun.

“After the work was 
done, while the adults 
were admiring flowers 
and birds, my kids 
were tromping about 
exploring the area, 
unearthing bits and pieces of old cow skeletons. They had 
a blast.”

Hands-on, fun, interactive experiences like this 
are part of what will make conservation last for 
generations.

With every child and young adult who hangs out 
on ranches and in the backcountry with family and 
friends – creating memories and a relationship of 
respect and compassion – we take one more step 
towards a future that includes the lands we love.
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Your Love of the Land

A Beautiful Garden Awaits...
You can help local conservation grow by creating a pollinator garden

“Erich has been more of a gardener than I,” Edie Warkentine explains, “but I’ve 
always wanted to learn. I thought that creating a pollinator garden sounded like a fun 
opportunity to do just that.

“Besides, it’s important to me that we try to support the hummingbirds, butterflies, and other pollinators that are 
stressed out due to lack of habitat.”

Now in its first spring, the Warkentine’s garden is coming to life: butterflies and bees are busy buzzing from 
bloom to bloom.

And Edie and Erich have found a new passion. They’ve joined their friends 
and neighbors by certifying their garden as an official Pollinator 
Garden with Eastern Sierra Land Trust.

You, too, can join Edie and Erich and establish a 
pollinator garden in the Eastern Sierra. There’s funding available 
to help you purchase the native plants that pollinators need, as well as 
guidance and resources provided free of charge.

“It’s a fun, easy, and rewarding experience,” 
commented Erich. “By learning more about 
what pollinators need and then certifying 
our garden, we’ve become enthusiastic 
about pollinator conservation – and eager 
to spread the word about the important role that pollinators play.”

For more information about how you can create a blooming pollinator haven in your yard, 
email us at garden@eslt.org or call (760) 873-4554.

Have you wondered what you can do 
to ensure that the lands you love, the 
magic of the Eastern Sierra’s rugged 

peaks, the expansive meadows, are here for 
your kids and grandkids to enjoy? 
Perhaps you want to ensure that wildlife always have 
the home and habitat they need, or that local families 
can conserve and work the ranches that have been 
part of our community for generations. 

By making a gift through your will or estate plan, you 

can conserve the Eastern Sierra you love and inspire 
future generations to treasure these special places.

It’s a gift that, no matter the size, will benefit people 
from all walks of life – and the animals that depend 
on these landscapes as well. For many special places, 
it will make the difference between conservation and 
subdivisions. 

Contact Kay for a confidential conversation about 
what feels right to you. And if your estate plans 
already include ESLT, let us know. We want to thank 
you and honor you as a member of the Legacy Circle.
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KEEP IN TOUCH!

Want to find out about new 
projects, local conservation 
updates, family-friendly events, 
and ways to get involved?

Sign up for our monthly 
e-newsletter and "like" us 
on Facebook – you won't 
miss a beat.

Cover Photo © Bob Wick, BLM

You’re Invited to our 9th Annual

Lands & Legacy
Celebration
On August 11th – 13th, come join your friends, family, and fellow 
conservation supporters as we raise a glass in honor of the magical lands 
and waters you’ve helped protect forever!

There’s lots of fun in store for that weekend – including field trips, 
exciting announcements, and plenty of surprises along the way. So mark 
your calendars, check www.eslt.org for details, and keep an eye out for 
your invitation in the mail.

© Dwayne Leonard, 
Ranch Memories Photography


